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SJ 15 SURVEY OF MONTANA COUNTY COMMISSIONS

Lake County attached explanation:

Lake County's federal lands are primarily composed of acreage located within the boundaries of
three wildlife refuges, the National Bison Range, and federal forest land east of Flathead Lake.

Public Health, Safety, and Welfare would not be of concern to Lake County on the wildlife
refuges or the National Bison Range. We have not been made aware of any conditions on

federal forest lands east of Flathead Lake that would be of concern to our citizens. Much of this
land lies in checkerboard fashion with state land and tracts owned by Plum Creek Timber Co.

At present, the greatest potential public health, safety and welfare concems for Lake County

citizens is within the boundaries of the Mission Mountain Wilderness Area. This wildemess area

runs along the western slope of the Mission Range of Lake County and is managed by the

Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes. Wildfire danger is significant due to beetle kill and

the lack of logging activity that has produced an abundance of fuel for potential fires. A large

wildfire in this area would negatively impact air and water quality, and could lead to the loss of
homes and other structures if the fire were to spread to privately owned land.

As a body of Commissioners, we were disappointed in the quality of this survey and question its

validity. Some of the questions are quite slanted, eg. #7,#16 and#20. It is apparent that the

survey is attempting to solicit a particular answer to most of the questions. Any information
gleaned from the survey would be suspect given how poorly the questions and responses were

framed.

Lake County Commissioners are of the opinion that there should be more county and state input
into decisions made that impact federal lands within all counties of Montana. We believe that

there are special interest groups that have undue influence on federal land management in all
Montana counties.
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SJ.I5 SURVEY OF TVIONTANA COUNTY COMTYIISSIONS

This officiol stoie survey is required by the possoge of Senote Joint Resolution No' l5 by the

2013 Legislctture for o study evoluoting the monogement of certoin federol londs in Montonq,

ossessinjrisks, ond identifying solutions. Your county wos selected for this survey becouse 1SYo or

more of the lond in your county is monoged by o federol ogency'

Surveys returned by Aug. 23 will be distributed to fie EQC for the Sepiember meeting. lf it is not

possible to meet thot deodline, pleose refurn the survey by Nov' l. Attoch ony supplementol

explonotions, comments, suggestions, or other Informotion your boord finds pertinent'

puBuc I{EA[TH, SAFETY, AND WEIFAR.E: (Attach explcnctlon for eoch retponge cs needed)

t.
lo:

Do current wildfire condltions on,federol londs wifhin your county pose o significont threot

,X UNaAE
Public Heolth ond Sofety 

-Public 

Property Privqte Property

Z. Do you believe fire hozord on federolly monoged londs should be reduced to protect

public heolth ond sofety within your cou1t;?

- 

Yes 

- 

No -+- unsure

3. Regording the woter supply your citizens use, does current federol lond monogement of

- 
Diminish woter yield X rot" no impoct

wotersheds:

- 

Optimize woter Yield

4. How importont is it for people of your county to hove motorized occess to public londs for

sustenonce octivities such os gothering wood, picking berries, hgrvesting wild gome, etc'?

Very lmportont 

-Not 

lmporiont tr Unsure

5. ls there on odequote supply of motorized roods on federol londs in your county to

oCcommodote emergency ingress/egress, focility mointenonce, public occessf Ond resource

monogement?

-Yes -No
X ,n,u,"

6. Regording multiple-use recreotionol qccess routes on federol londs, does your county

]]fli.r"osed Multi-Use Access Reduced Multi-Use Access Keep



Access As ls

ENVIR.ONITIENTAL QUAIITY: (Ailqch explonofion for eoch rcsponse ss needed)

7. Do you believe current fuel loods on ony of the federql londs within your countY could

provide geogroPhic locotion inresult in severer uncontrollople, or cotostrophic wildfires? (lf so,

ottochment) /

- 

Yes A No Unsure

8. ls o high intensity wlldfire on federol londs likely to couse o loss of importont fish &

wildlife hobitot or horm Threqtened or Endongered Species in your county (e.9. grizzly beors,

lynx, soge grouse, block-fgoted ferret, bull trout)?

- 

Yes -r{- No 

-Unsure9. Are environmenfol threots such os noxious weeds ond bqrk beetle odequotely controlled

on federol londs within your county?
jX_UnsureYes No

10. Does the oir quolity in your county fsll below occeptoble heqlth stondords due to smoke

originoting from flres on federolly mono.qld londs? frA€| fN ffittF4 Q.>tt*/TT€S_ Yes

ECONOm|C PRODUCTIVIW AND SUSTAINABILITY: (Ailoch explonotion for eoch response cs

needed)

I l. ls the Poyment in Lieu of Toxes (PILT revenues) your counfy derives from federolly

monoged londs equivolent to the omount thot octuol lond toxotion of these londs would bring?

_ yes 

- 

No Pleose estimste PILT 99 o percentoge of county budget.

A rTa
12. ls the omount your county derives from the Secure Rurol Schools (SRS) funds equivoleni to

the qmount thot your county could derive from responsible horvest or extroction of noturol

resources?

'" 
t*"''fft'o"Xo,lff': fra€i rN oftt€4 Qti,t^/TT€"

f*tPAc,r ottQ AtR gllrirf 
.

No Pleose estimote S,RS g; o percentoge of county budget'Yes

13. ls the economic productivity ond number of relqted privote sector iobs commensurote with

the resource production copocity of the fgderolly monoged londs within your county?

- 

Yes 

- 

No -L Unsure

14. Are federol pollcies for Threotened or Endongered Species odversely impocting privote

lond owners, businesses, industries, or cltizens within your county?

- 

Yes -rL N" unsure

Hos federql lond.rponogement resulted in odverse impscts io your county's economy?

Yes -,L No Unsure
15.

-2-



16. Do you believe chonges in federol lond monogement ore necessory to increoses your
county's economy, employment opportunitigs, or tqx bose?

Yes Unsure

CONSISTENCY WITH STATE AND tOCAt OBJECTIVES: (Alfoch explcnotion for eoch r€Eponse
os needed)

17. Are federol lond monogement octions consistent with your county's obiectives?

- 

Yes 

- 

No X Unsure

18. Would your county like stote ossistonce incorporoting locol government obiectives into
fe#rol lond monogement octions?
A Yes No

-
Unsure

OWNERSHIP AND JURISDENONAL RESPONSIBITITIE$:

19. Hos your county experienced conflicts with federql ownership or iurisdictionol
responsibilities?

Yes No (Pleose ottqch detqiled description of conflicts)

20. How much influence do you believe speciol interests hove on the obility of federol
ogencies to develop ond implement effective lond ond resource monogement plons on federol
londs in your county?

None Moderote (pleose exploin) A Significont (pleose exploin)

21 . On o seporote sheef, pleose describe your county's most significont concerns wlth federol
lond monogement, including current ond post relotions ond communicqtions with federql ogencies
ond other relevont fqctors you believe legislotors should be owqre of, ond provide ony ideos
fhot moy help reduce risks or resolve concerns.

Thonk you for your ossistonce. Pleose return your County Commission's response to:

Environmentol Quolity Council
ATTN: Joe Kolmon, SJ I 5 Survey
Room l7l B, Copitol Building
P.O. Box 2O17O4
Heleno, MI 5962k-17O4

w
Submitted bv. AAgt SZoh-*'
Dore: /O, ?, Aa 1.1 Affesred by: 0*g*l4.rt&_
lf you hove questions or would like more informotion pleose contoct Joe Kolmon, stoff for the
EQC, ot (4061 444-3747 or ikolmon@mt gov or Sen. Jennifer Fielder, the sponsor of SJl5, ot
14061 210-5944 or by emoll of Sen.JFielder@legmt.gov
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-J-


